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P urdue’s campus remains calm amid 
the pandemic, and Beta Mu Chapter 

continues to prosper. I have enjoyed watching 
the sustainability of brothers excelling in all 
aspects of campus life. They are near the top of 
academic standings on campus, exceeding the 
all-men’s, all-fraternity, and all-campus averages 
and ranking top five of all 41 fraternities last 
fall. They have also raised the most philanthropy 
dollars through the Buzz-a-Beta event, are active 
and successful in intramural sports, and are 
socially relevant in a responsible manner. 

While many of the fraternities we compete with 
are dealing with some level of conduct violations, 
Beta Mu is fully compliant. We should all be 
proud of the brothers inhabiting 150 Littleton.
 
STAY CONNECTED
This calmness on campus is allowing the house 
corporation to spend more time focusing on 
alumni relations. We are looking for ways 
to keep alumni connected to each other and 
the undergraduate Chapter and ways to grow 
events, such as Homecoming, into bigger, 
recurring experiences. We’ve had the Stag golf 
event in the spring and are looking to reschedule 
that to promote additional participation.

We want to know what events would be of 
interest to you! Let us know what we can do to 
better serve you. 

HELP SHAPE THE CHAPTER 
We are also interested in hearing from brothers 
who want to give back. We are always in need 
of new members to join our board and serve 
the house corporation. I’ve found it fulfilling 
to support those who follow us in this fine 
brotherhood. Please consider it, and if you 
would like to learn more, please contact me.
 
Yours in _kai_,
Tom Hoover ’82
Beta Mu House Corporation President
thomas.c.hoover@aptiv.com

Thanks to each and every donor on this list, Beta Mu Chapter continues to 
thrive. The list below represents donations since our last newsletter as of 

April 15, 2022. Through your commitment to the brotherhood, we are able to 
support the Chapter and its legacy at Purdue. Add your name to the list below 
by using the enclosed envelope to send in your donations or dues. Or donate 
online by visiting tinyurl.com/btppuannual or scanning the QR code to join 
your brothers.

Brothers having a great time at their Spring Formal in Nashville.

Help Fund the Legacy

Connect with Beta Mu Chapter

Let’s Get Together

John Wooden Club
($5,000 and up)
John A. Laurie ’86
Cary Wood ’89
Chad Zamarin ’98

John Riley Knox Club 
($1,000 to $4,999) 
John E. Young ’56
David Marshall ’63
Robert N. St. Jean ’69
Robert Wright ’76
Richard J. Bond ’79
Thomas H. Lupfer ’79
Thomas C. Hoover ’82
William S. Tippet ’83
James E. Dora Jr. ’86

Beta Mu Founders Club 
($500 to $999)  
John D. McDougle ’60
Steven DiCenso ’91
John C. Tyrpin ’94

Kai Club 
($200 to $499)  
Howard Harman ’51
Clifford A. Dunton ’57
Robert McLean ’62
Brendan O’Brien ’63
John E. Mitchell ’67
R. Scott Hayes ’68
William A. Horton ’70
Tom Work ’70
Kevin Comer ’71

Robert P. Woods ’79
Jack S. Slaughter ’81
Richard Wolfred ’82
Anthony Wisniewski ’90
Edward Usher ’92
Andrew C. Bauer ’95
Michael R. Switala ’12
Griffin W. Hoover ’18

Wooglin Club 
($100 to $199)  
Philip Kuebbeler, M.D. ’60
Dr. Thomas Nicholson ’62
Grant H. Martin ’67
Randall Boris ’68
Michael S. McCoy ’73
Michael W. Wells ’75

Claude Plumlee ’80
John C. Kestler ’85
Jonah Besch ’97

Beta Dragon Club 
(Up to $99)  
Richard H. Petersen ’56
Richard H. Price ’62
George A. Raub ’63
Phillip L. Zellers ’64
Lee Saberson ’69 
Ronald Schenkel ’71
John N. Lawson ’79
Matthew W. McClellan ’91
Andrew J. Becerra ’16

Join Your Brothers 
in Support 
of Beta Mu
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B eta Mu Chapter of Beta Theta Pi felt a 
return to normalcy this past academic 

year as our brothers returned to experiencing 
the many traditions that make Purdue and Beta 
Mu so special, such as in the fall, when brothers 
celebrated a great Purdue football season filled 
with tailgates, our annual Dad’s Day, and a win 
against Tennessee in the Music City Bowl. 

PHILANTHROPIC EFFORTS
The fall semester also marked the second annual 
Buzz-a-Beta philanthropy. This year’s event was led 
by the efforts of our philanthropy and community 
service chairmen, Jared Schingel ’23 and Tommy 
Rzesztuko ’23, and 60 brothers shaved their heads 
to raise awareness for the cause.

In partnership with the Purdue Center for Cancer 
Research and the Tyler Trent Endowment, 
the brothers joined together to raise $43,000 
for cancer research—with every dollar being 
matched by the PCCR for a total of $86,000! This 
was the most out of any fraternity on campus. 

Our spring community service was highlighted 
by a partnership with Natalie’s Second Chance 
Dog Shelter in which brothers walked dogs in 
their free time.

GOING ABOVE AND BEYOND
The semester was highlighted with social 
events, such as Camp Beta and Barn Dance. The 
brothers showed a passion for getting involved 
on campus and in the community. Beta Mu 

Chapter is currently represented in over 35 
student organizations on campus, and many 
brothers holds officer positions as well. To name 
a few: Sam Hildebrand ’23 finished up his term 
as VP of recruitment for IFC; Josh Schumann 
’23 served a role as host coordinator for Old 
Masters; and Ryan Plummer ’24 currently holds 
a board position for PCCR. 

The Chapter continues to work hard in the 
classroom, finishing in the top five for average 
fall GPA among Chapters. 

SPRING BONDING
As we move into the spring semester, the brothers 
have enjoyed witnessing a very successful Purdue 
basketball season and getting back into the seats of 
Mackey to cheer on their Boilers. 

The Chapter also celebrated the initiation of 
the 2021-22 fall pledge class recruited by Ethan 
Copner ’23 by admitting 29 new members into 
the brotherhood. 

Finally, the Chapter also organized a Winter and 
Spring Formal and a successful Mom’s Day event 
at the house. The brothers are ready to finish the 
semester strong and are appreciative of another 
successful year for the Beta Mu Chapter!
 
Yours in _kai_,
Eli Everson ’24
President

Three brothers (Jared Schingel ’22, Josh Schumann 
’22, and Eli Everson ’22) experienced one of Purdue’s 

most enriching traditions. The Purdue Old Masters 
organization will help them to be the best hosts for 

distinguished alumni back on campus

Brothers took to Sugar Creek for their annual 
Camp Beta event to enjoy a relaxing day in the sun.

Beta’s annual Barn Dance was hosted in the front of 
the Beta House. Brothers enjoyed a mechanical bull 
and campfire as they welcomed in the fall weather.

60 Beta Brothers buzzed their hair for 
their annual Buzz-a-Beta philanthropy event. 

The chapter raised over $45,000 for cancer research.

Purdue’s Best
Active Brothers 

Exceeding All Expectations 

President 
Eli Everson ’24
Zionsville, Ind.

 
Vice President of Risk Management 

Joe Mathioudakis ’24
Zionsville, Ind.

 
Vice President of Programming

George Wajda ’24
Fishers, Ind.

 
Vice President of Brotherhood 

Andrew Lobbia ’24
Novi, Mich. 

Vice President of Recruitment 
Cam Greeson ’24

Zionsville, Ind.
 

Vice President of Education 
Owen Mahin ’24

Franklin, Ind.
 

Vice President of Finance
Carter Bailey ’24

Carmel, Ind.
 

Vice President of Communications
Gabriel Vaughn ’24

Indianapolis, Ind.

Chapter Officers
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Braden Baer | Elkhart, Ind. | Mathematics
Ayrton Birnbaum | Zionsville, Ind. | Chemical Engineering

Carter Cates | Noblesville, Ind. | Selling and Sales Management
Tom Counsell | New Berlin, Wis. | Mechanical Engineering

Nicholas DeChiaro | Long Island, N.Y. | Psychology
Husam Elgaali | Fishers, Ind. | Civil Engineering

James Frusciante | Madison, Wis. | Industrial Engineering
Brandon Granderson | Brownsburg, Ind. | Construction Management

John Groen | Munster, Ind. | Pharmacy 
Cody Gutwein | West Lafayette, Ind. | Finance

Ryan Gutwein | West Lafayette, Ind. | Industrial Engineering
Caleb Hancock | Fishers, Ind. | Industrial Engineering

William Huber | Fishers, Ind. | Finance
Elijah Hostetler | Westfield, Ind. | Marketing

Nick Kaehr | Carmel, Ind. | Biology
Michael McKee | West Lafayette, Ind. | Botany

Roger Phaneuf | Grand Rapids, Mich. | Computer Engineering

Ethan Pio | Mendham, N.J. | Mechanical Engineering and Technology
Ryan Plummer | Noblesville, Ind. | Pre-Dentistry

Benjamin Pugach | Southlake, Texas | Industrial Engineering
Bryce Randolph | Noblesville, Ind. | General Management

Andrew Redman | Zionsville, Ind. | Pre-Dentistry
Nicholas Regier | Houston, Texas | Geology
Blake Shaffer | Columbus, Ind. | Pro-Flight

Jack Skinner | Akron, Ohio | Aerospace Engineering
Evan Spiros | Urbana, Ill. | Agriculture Economics

Brayden Stewart | Noblesville, Ind. | Marketing
Huntington Stoinoff | Dallas, Texas | Industrial Engineering

Luke Walters | Fishers, Ind. | Industrial Engineering
Joseph Wede | Carmel, Ind. | Marketing 

Noah Whited | Carmel, Ind. | Construction Management
Owen Williams | Indianapolis, Ind. | Construction Management

Kyle Zachmann | Fishers, Ind. | Finance

Beta Theta Pi shaped John Tyrpin 
’94 in many positive ways. Studying 

with brothers and working in roles 
like pledge trainer and recruitment 
chairman gave him strong leadership and 
organizational skills. Wednesday formal 
dinners, to which they invited professors 
and special guests like the late Senator 
Richard Lugar to discuss current events 
and issues, taught him etiquette and 
professionalism. What John values most, 
however, are the many friends he made 
in the Chapter House and the years since.

John and his friend Brad Siok ’94 were 
recruited by Doug Sokulski ’92, a high 
school friend who told them about 
Beta Mu’s strong academic standards and love of athletics. “Beta already 
had a strong reputation on campus, but Doug was the main brother who 
persuaded us to join,” John said.

“Living in the house was the best part of those undergraduate years,” John 
explained. In those days, brothers were allowed to live there for three 
years, and living with 50 quality members was a big highlight. “They were 
all guys you could count on and spend good times with.”

It was important to John to preserve those relationships and traditions, so he 
spent several years on the house corporation board with brothers like Aaron 
Hanlon ’09 and Dan Breier ’94. He met many great undergraduate brothers 
in his time on the board—even hiring one of them, Kevin Falsey ’10, as a 
trading assistant when he graduated. Kevin worked at John’s firm until 2018, 
when he sadly passed away from heart complications.

When the late Cory Sanderson ’94 was diagnosed with ALS, John and many 
era brothers came together in support. They held golf tournaments and 
fundraisers to support Cory and his family as well as the Les Turner ALS 

Foundation. The brothers have remained 
close through the years, and group chats 
and Friday drinks over FaceTime helped 
them stay connected throughout the 
COVID struggles of 2020.

“We’ve supported each other through 
the worst times and stayed connected 
in the best times,” John said. “Beta’s 
been good for that, and the friendships 
grow stronger even after school.”

John began a hiatus from the board two 
years ago, but he keeps in touch with the 
members and makes a point to donate to 
the annual fund each year. “I don’t have 
kids, but Beta is like an extended family.”

John and his wife live in Sugar Grove, Illinois, where he works as a bond 
trader. Fraternity connections have been a huge asset to his career, and 
he is proud to have seen many brothers thrive and find their own career 
success through the years. One such brother is Greg Ogle ’94, who co-
owns resorts across the country and has generously hosted alumni outings 
at a few of them. “It’s been great to see friends be so successful over the 
years, and I think Beta has contributed to that a lot.”

If you’d like to catch up with John, he can be reached at 
john.tyrpin@yahoo.com.

Greg Ogle ’94 hosting John Tyrpin ’94 and more 
Beta alumni at Hammock Beach Resort in Florida.

Congrats, Spring 2022 Graduates!

Brotherhood and Lifelong Friendship
John Tyrpin ’94 Shares His Devotion to Beta Mu

“We’ve supported each 
other through the worst 

times and stayed connected 
in the best times.”
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Frank Hemler ’44 entered Our Mystic Shrine 
on January 15, 2021. He was 98 years old and is 
survived by his wife, Dawn, six children, four 
grandchildren, and six great-grandchildren. 
After serving in the Navy, Frank had a long 
career with Servicemaster, making his way from 
salesman to vice president. He then served 
as staff administrator and deacon at Trinity 
Lutheran in Lisle to further duties at Immanuel 
Lutheran in Downers Grove.

John R. Brown ’50 entered Our Mystic Shrine 
on August 27, 2020. He served in the U.S. Air 
Force as a pilot during the Korean War. John 
and his wife, Jeri, enjoyed traveling, which took 
him to six continents, and included experiences 
like a ride on a camel in Egypt. John had a 
wonderful sense of humor, was humble and 
kind, and was a role model for everyone.

Willard Baker ’56 entered Our Mystic Shrine 
on September 25, 2020. Bill married the love of 
his life, Ruth Irene Dick, on June 27, 1954. Bill 
and Ruth loved to travel and would spend time 
each year in Butternut, Wisconsin, and St. Pete 
Beach, Florida. They also enjoyed fishing and 
camping together along with their children.

Charles Hayman ’64 entered Our Mystic Shrine 
on December 16, 2021.

Jeff Latchaw ’67 entered Our Mystic Shrine 
on December 11, 2021. Jeff loved big cities, so 
following his college graduation, he moved to 
Chicago and lived life to the fullest. Throughout 
Jeff ’s life, he loved to talk Purdue sports, and 
others quickly learned that winning an argument 
with Jeff wasn’t possible. Jeff had a love of fast cars 
and owned some beauties over his lifetime.

Page Glase ’76 entered Our Mystic Shrine 
August 17, 2020. 

David Kickert ’83 entered Our Mystic Shrine 
on January 9, 2022. After college, he began his 
career in investments and built a reputation 
of being an honest man that followed through 
with his work. The last five years of his life, 
Dave became involved with ALS research at the 
University of Chicago.

Donald Haas ’46 worked for the CIA for 
30 years and became deputy director of the 
National Reconnaissance Organization for 
satellite intelligence collection. He specialized 
in satellite development for imagery collection 
and signal collection used in the Cold 
War. Donald resides in Boston, Va. Email: 
w882244@erols.com

Dale E. Roberts ’50 is 94 and still vertical! He is 
a Caramel, Ind., resident, and his four children 
all live within two miles. He has four grandsons 
who live in Hawaii. Dale is mourning the loss of 
Steve Bechtel ’46. “We used to duck hunt on the 
Wabash on Saturday mornings. We used his car 
during week. Super bro!” 

David A. Thompson ’64 lost his wife, Sandy, 
on May 10, 2020. David has three wonderful 
daughters and eight grandchildren all within 
two hours. He is very active with Beta and 
currently serves as district chief for the five 
North Carolina chapters. David resides in 
Greensboro, N.C. Email: sgtdat@triad.rr.com

Grant H. Martin ’67 is growing older but 
not up! He resides in Monticello, Ind. Email: 
ghmart@yahoo.com

Steven M. Dillon ’67 is enjoying retirement 
and his 10 grandchildren. Steven will be 
celebrating 53 years of marriage with his 
Purdue sweetheart, Mardi. They live in Plano, 
Texas. Email: smdillon67@reagan.com

Thomas C. Ewing ’72 is doing volunteer 
Radio Reading for the Blind through the Allen 
County, Indiana, library. His radio show is 
called Business News. Thomas lives in Roanoke, 
Ind. Email: tcewing@comcast.net

Scott M. Jordan, D.D.S. ’73 retired in 2018 
and resides in Camas, Wash. Email: 
scottyjordan@yahoo.com

Craig “Beckett” Whelden ’73 is the author of the 
very successful motivational book, Leadership: 
The Art of Inspiring People to be Their Best. He is 
also a global fortune 500 speaker and speaks on 
two luxury cruises. Beckett was also inducted 
into Purdue University’s ROTC Hall of Fame 
in 2011. He resides in Bluffton, S.C. Email: 
wheldencraig@gmail.com

We’ve made it easy to send in your dues! In this 
newsletter, you will find an envelope to easily 
send back your annual dues. Thank you for your 
support of Beta Mu Chapter!

ALUMNI NEWS

Memory and Our 
Mystic Shrine

@betapurdue

Send in Your Dues andSupport Our Chapter!


