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We are sincerely humbled by all the donors 
and the volunteers to the capital campaign. 

We’ve had a great campaign and raised over $4.1 
million in pledges coming from 255 loyal and 
generous brothers and friends. 

All the work has been completed and this ends 
the formal public phase of the capital campaign. 

While the capital campaign is done, our work 
continues ensuring our Beta Mu Chapter is 
successful. We know that a Chapter House 
always requires some type of maintenance. Your 
pledges will help us plan for the future. We have 

started an annual dues campaign to ensure we’re 
always in a good position for cash flow. Please 
use the enclosed envelope to submit your annual 
dues, and an additional gift if you choose. See 
page 4 for more information.

At a time when the Greek system has been under 
fire, we think it is good for us to remember that 
our new Beta Mu is different. They have done 
very well holding each other accountable, lifting 
each other up to be more successful, and making 
their brotherhood strong. Additionally, they are 
very respectful of the facility that your generous 
dollars have built.

Again, I wish to thank everyone for their 
gracious support, through dollars and time. In 
the event that you are ever in the West Lafayette 
area, I hope that you will stop by the Beta house. 
If you feel more comfortable, please contact me 
and I would be happy to set you up to receive a 
guided tour. 

Fraternally,
Cary Wood ’89
Campaign Chairman 
(248) 613-2888
carybwood@gmail.com

Return to Dominance Campaign Sees Successful Conclusion 
Thank You to All Supporters of This Project! 

Left: Members of Beta Mu accepting the Knox Award at Convention this summer. Right: Bobby Steele ’18 was crowned Purdue Homecoming king this fall.

We are proud to celebrate the return of the charter for Beta Mu as we 
start this new school year. Chartering has always been a goal for 

both the alumni and the undergraduates. However, the executive team was 
careful not to use the words “chartering year,” and not to put our sole focus 
into that goal. We chose to lead this way because, although chartering is 
an incredible accomplishment, we don’t plan to stop there. The house has 
been setting new goals and laying down a stronger foundation to allow 
Beta Mu to last as long as Purdue does. 

Winning the Knox Award was an incredibly proud moment for the Chapter. 
The Knox Award is the most prestigious award a Chapter can achieve in 
Beta Theta Pi, and we brought it home to Purdue for the first time. This 
is a testament to the hard work and drive for success that each and every 
brother has strived for. 

With the current Greek climate, members of the community need to come 

together and plan new systems based on safety and sustainability. Beta 
Mu has been a leader in those conversations with IFC and we take an 
active role in communicating well with the university. Of the 20 positions 
available for IFC, Betas hold five of them. With the 43 other fraternities 
registered on campus, it has become evident to everyone that we are here 
to make an impact at Purdue.

Thank you for all of your support throughout this building era. We are 
excited to see what new accomplishments Beta Mu will achieve in the 
coming years with the success-driven undergraduates and the supportive 
community of alumni.

Yours in _kai_, 
Cameron Murray ’19
Chapter President
murra125@purdue.edu

BETA MU RECLAIMS CHARTER AND WINS KNOX AWARD

BTP/Purdue F17 3rd client
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Thank You, Generous Alumni, for Contributing 
to the Return to Dominance Campaign

We are so grateful to these brothers and friends who have shown their generosity by donating $4,101,417 to the Return to Dominance campaign. 
These gifts positively impact Beta Mu’s long-term health and future, and our undergraduate brothers truly appreciate your generous giving. Your 

interest and involvement make a real impact on Beta Theta Pi at Purdue University.

All donors pledging a minimum of $5,000 to the campaign will be recognized on a plaque prominently displayed in the Chapter House, unless otherwise 
requested. If an error has been made in recording your gift, or your name has been mistakenly omitted or listed improperly, we sincerely apologize. Please 
advise our campaign coordinator of any corrections at (785) 843-1661. Thank you for your generosity.

RETURN TO 
DOMINANCE CIRCLE
($1,000,000 and above)
Bruce White ’75 

MEN OF PRINCIPLE 
CIRCLE
($500,000 to $999,999)
Stephen D. Bechtel Jr. ’46 
William Elmore ’75  

_KAI_ CIRCLE
($250,000 to $499,999)
John K. Merrell ’50 
Andrew Stephens ’79 

FOUNDERS CIRCLE
($100,000 to $249,999)
Michael Wells ’75  

150 LITTLETON CIRCLE
($50,000 to $99,999)
Terri Earnest ’66 
Stephen Poe ’77  

BETA CIRCLE
($25,000 to $49,999)
Eugene Enlow ’64 
David A. Rose ’67 
R. Scott Hayes ’68 
William W. Reid ’70 
Chris Jeffries ’73 
Larry Link ’82 
Jay Merrell ’82 
John A. Laurie ’86 
Cary Wood ’89 
Andrew Maner ’91   

1903 CIRCLE
($10,000 to $24,999)
John W. Longstreth ’51 
David D. Byrne ’65 
Richard G. Stevens ’66 
William R. Ellspermann ’68 
Kevin Comer ’71 
Gary W. Conkright ’76 
Paul S. Petticrew ’76
	 In memory of
	 C. Richard Petticrew ’37 
George R. Cooper ’78 
Rick Bond ’79
	 In memory of
	 Greg Ramage ’79 
Thomas H. Lupfer ’79 

William D. Moss ’81 
Thomas Hoover ’82 
Kent Whitaker ’86 
John L. Kelliher ’88 
Baco Benton ’94 
Ryan L. Bradley ’94 
John Tyrpin ’94 
Byron Wheeler ’99  

BOILERMAKER 
CIRCLE
($5,000 to $9,999)
John R. Kendrick ’47
	 In honor of
	 Mac Sullivan ’46 
Howard R. Meeker Jr. ’48 
Jack W. Stine ’49
	 In memory of
	 Robert W. Stine, Tau 
Thomas G. Gerding ’52 
Thomas R. Lugar ’55 
Phillip G. Finney, D.V.M. ’56 
James B. Lester ’56 
Buryl L. McFadden Jr. ’56 
Philip E. Nelson ’56 
Robert Bruner ’57 
James Eibel ’58
	 In memory of
	 Frederick Eibel ’29 
Samuel C. Malsbary ’58
	 In memory of
	 G. David Malsbary ’63 
William Bumpas ’59 
James E. Corliss ’61 
William D. Shrack ’61
	 In honor of
	 Beta Mu Shracks 
Alfred A. Mulliken Jr. ’63 
James K. Risk III, Duke ’63
	 In memory of
	 J. Kirby Risk ’25 
John W. Holcroft ’64 
F. William Rahe ’64
	 In memory of
	 G. David Malsbary ’63 
Dr. John R. DeVries ’65
	 In memory of
	 G. David Malsbary ’63 
Kyle M. Fink ’65 
John Walter ’65
	 In memory of
	 David D. Byrne ’65 
Phillip W. Ward ’65 
Gary Probst ’67 

Roger Schenkel ’67 
Robert N. St. Jean ’69 
M. Stephen Huss, M.D. ’70 
Geoffrey J. Hibner ’71 
Ronald W. Schenkel ’71 
Robert L. Cohen ’74 
Josemanuel Gutierrez 

Muguerza ’74 
Mark M. Owen ’74 
Joe C. Whitehead ’76 
David A. Winslow ’76 
Frederick R. Christen ’77
	 In memory of
	 William Culbertson ’78 
George Ellis Jr. ’79 
Robert P. Woods ’79 
Thomas Krajewski ’81 
Stephen M. Marsh ’81
	 In memory of
	 Thomas J. Mihal ’81 
Bradford G. Addison ’82 
Christopher Clapp ’82 
John M. Hanna ’82 
Doug Meeker ’82 
William S. Tippet ’83 
Timothy D. Wilschetz ’83
	 In memory of
	 Carol A. Buch 
Thomas Brazina ’86 
James E. Dora Jr. ’86 
Steven Klinger ’86 
Charles H. Norman ’86 
Michael Delgado ’90 
Rick Martin ’90 
Chris Schulhof ’90 
Jeffrey J. Lacy ’91 
Nicholas Economos ’93
	 In memory of
	 J. Tobias Fox ’93 
Pete Economos ’97 
Matthew Bundy ’99 
Neal A. Lux ’99  

BETA MU CIRCLE 
($2,500 to $4,999) 
Thomas Small ’55 
Richard Petersen ’56 
John E. Young ’56 
Jack Shaw ’62 
Vincent K. Jones III ’63 
David Byrne ’65 Memorial
	 Gift, Contributors:
	 John DeVries ’65
	 John Walter ’65

	 Grant Martin ’67
	 R. Ethan Braden
	 Bruce and Barbara Byrne
	 Roger and 
	    Marilyn Glennon
	 Len Holajter
	 Michael Mason
	 Rebecca McCall
	 Kathleen McManamy
	 Heather Scott
	 Barbara Swanson
	 Erin Ulan
	 Keith and Marcia Ulan 
John Canterbury ’65 
John R. Carroll ’67 
Steve Dillon ’67 
William F. Qualls ’67 
William P. Johnson ’71 
John D. Miller ’82 
Bart C. Schubert ’83 
Marshall Trusler ’86 
Kyle A. Wood ’92 
T. Kevin Schulhof ’96 
Aaron Hanlon ’09 
Matthew Gentry ’12  

SUPPORTERS CIRCLE
($1,000 to $2,499)
John R. Brown ’50 
Jacob A. Harman ’51 
Howard W. Harman Jr. ’51
	 In memory of
	 Bob Hoover ’51 
John P. Sohn ’51 
Donald M. Gwinnup ’53 
Frederick R. Eibel ’56 
James A. Wagner ’56
	 In memory of
	 Chuck Bradford ’55 
Robert Bradford Jr. ’59 
James S. Crane ’59 
Raymond W. Gass ’59
	 In memory of
	 Thomas G. Adams ’59 
Thomas F. Moran ’59 
Philip Kuebbeler ’60
	 In memory of
	 Don Robertson ’60 
Frederick H. Schwarz ’60 
William W. Slemmons ’60 
Gary A. McElroy ’61
	 In memory of
	 John Wooden ’32 
Robert C. McLean ’62 

Michael Brock ’64 
Dean A. Wilson ’64 
Joe C. Doan ’66 
Anonymous
	 In memory of
	 Edward A. Harris ’67 
Grant H. Martin ’67 
John E. Mitchell ’67 
Richard Bond ’68 
Jan Deemer ’68 
R. Scott Hayes ’68
	 In honor of
	 Grant Martin ’67
George L. Olp ’68 
David Van Dam, M.D. ’69 
William A. Horton ’70 
Tom Work ’70 
Stephen H. Dexter ’71 
Gary L. Prah, M.D. ’71 
Richard A. Roski ’71 
Harold K. Thomas ’72
	 In memory of
	 Dave Gerard ’72 
Robert Weidenmiller ’72 
Michael S. McCoy ’73 
Richard A. Grishaw ’74 
Bob Butsch ’75 
Mike Steele ’76 
Scott W. Walker ’76 
Mark S. Hosbach ’80 
Mark A. Johanson ’80 
Robert Toth ’81 

Final
Campaign 

Status 
As of November 8, 2017

$5 Million Goal

$4,101,417 Total 
Commitments

255 Total 
Contributors
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John Kestler ’82 
Paul Smith ’82 
Rich Wolfred ’82 
Scott D. White ’84 
Theodore Labus ’86 
Nicholas C. Pinchok ’87 
Dewey Martinelli ’88 
Kelly Eads ’89 
Kevin E. Mayer ’91 
Brien Donahue ’08 
James Lucas ’10 
Joshua Ford ’12
	 In memory of
	 Patrick Trainor and
	 Scott Notary 
 
CONTRIBUTORS 
(Up to $999) 
Frances Kerber
	 In memory of
	 Phil Kerber ’54 
Helen S. Tippet
	 In memory of
	 James Tippet ’50 
Edward K. Banker ’47
	 In memory of
	 William Cline ’45 
Wayne Lundy ’47 
George Harmon ’49
	 In memory of
	 Lee Harmon,
	 my Beta sweetheart 
Robert B. Billman ’52 
Russell C. Stanley ’53
	 In memory of
	 Howard R. Meeker ’48 

and C. Richard Stanley ’50 
James R. Lankton ’54
	 In memory of
	 James K. Risk Jr. 
Robert R. Knepper Jr. ’55 
Eldon G. Black ’56 
James J. Obear ’56
	 In memory of
	 Donald P. Williams ’56
	 In honor of
	 Dick Petersen ’56 
John W. Randecker ’56 
Clifford A. Dunton ’57 
John Hoyt ’57 
James Shrack ’57 
Louis Zellers ’57 
George R. Caruso ’58 
David Young ’58 
Jim Pierce ’59
	 In memory of
	 Thomas G. Adams ’59 
Ralph R. Mason ’60 
John D. McDougle ’60 
Ronald Steenerson ’60 
Ronald Lockhart ’62 
Robert Lotz ’62 
Michal McClure ’62 
Richard H. Price ’62 
George Shortle ’62 
David E. Cox ’63 
Thomas Faulkner ’63 

Tom Gerber ’63
	 In memory of
	 David Malsbary ’63 
George Raub ’63
	 In memory of
	 G. David Malsbary ’63 
Phillip L. Zellers ’64
	 In memory of
	 David Malsbary ’63 
Allen Anderson ’65 
Michael O’Neall ’66 
Wm. A. Torrance ’67 
John Yencho ’67 
Birum G. Campbell III ’69 
Jerome Johnson ’70 
Michael Tucker ’70 
Frank Kaufman ’71 
Steve Keipper ’71 
Steven Longfellow ’71 
Charles G. Machledt ’71 
Michael S. Kady ’72 
William Keller ’72 
Steven W. Krein, M.D. ’72 
R. Stephen Linegar ’72 
Fredric P. Machledt ’72 
Joe Rierden ’72 
Thomas Popcheff ’73 
Craig Fread ’77 
Charles Comiskey ’78 
Bruce Parkinson ’78 
Thomas P. Heed ’80 
David P. Todd ’82 
Edward A. Fargo IV ’83 
Mark Peterson ’83 
Shay Jarrell ’84 
Brion Patt ’85 
Timothy S. Fox ’86 
Brian Black ’88 
Tim H. Dhillon ’90 
Fred W. Wendland III ’91 
Anthony J. Wisniewski ’91 
Darren Lueking ’93 
Dan Breier ’94 
Greg Ogle ’94 
Andrew C. Bauer ’95 
Ryan H. Kratz ’95 
David Nagel ’95 
Nicholas Clemens ’01 
Erik Henderson ’01 
Jeff Steurer ’02 
Michael J. Rusin ’06 
Matt Kraushar ’07 
Michael Burns ’08 
Barret Arthur ’09 
Michael J. Pfohl ’11
	 In memory of
	 Eric Pfohl Sr. ’71 and
	 Stormy Pfohl ’50 
Beau N. Pahud ’12 
Michael R. Switala ’12 
Grant T. Hoover ’14 
Chris J. Trujillo ’15
	 In honor of the
	 Purdue Class of ’15 

Graduates 

JAY MERRELL ’82 
CELEBRATES THREE 

GENERATIONS 
OF BETA MU MEN

Jay Merrell ’82 spent quite a bit of time at the Beta Mu house long 
before he became a member. Growing up, he would accompany 

his father, John ’50, to Purdue football games and other events, which 
exposed him to fraternity life early on.

Now Jay is a father of two Beta Mus, Andrew ’14 and Dan ’15, who are 
keeping the Merrell legacy alive. “We are all very proud of our legacy 
at Beta Mu and with Beta Theta Pi. I find Beta Mu to be a great place 
for young men to develop life skills and cultivate lifelong relationships. 
That’s what it did for me as an undergraduate. It’s our job as alumni to 
keep that tradition alive and well for future generations of young men.”

Jay and his wife, Anne, have been married for 28 years. In addition to 
Andrew and Dan, they have two other children, John and Catherine. Jay 
works for Industrial Dielectrics Inc. managing all environmental health 
and safety for their global businesses. His career highlights include 
working with his dad for more than 20 years and serving as chairman 
at American Composite Manufacturers Association, which is the world’s 
largest trade association serving the composites industry. 

When he’s not working, Jay enjoys traveling and taking part in outdoor 
activities. He also remains in touch with a handful of his Beta Mu brothers 
from early ’80s classes. “We still laugh at the same stories about our 
friends and the things we did. My membership in Beta Theta Pi was a 
great experience, and still is.”

You can connect with Jay at jmerrell@idicomposites.com.

Bill Moss ’81, Doug Meeker ’82, and Jay Merrell ’82 
at the Beta House during a Homecoming event. All three of their

 fathers were in the house at the same time in the late 1940s.
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Left: President Cameron Murray ’19 thanking the Convention delegates after the successful charter vote. 
Right: Brothers Couloucoundis, McSteen, Work, Oboy, Denton, Turley, Wooldrige, and Murray with alumni after accepting the charter.

Chapter 
Officers

President 
Cameron Murray ’19

Westfield, Ind.

VP of Brotherhood 
Micah Dean ’18
Indianapolis, Ind.

VP of Finance
Max Eibel ’20

San Diego, Calif. 

VP of Education
Brian Gentile ’19

Park Ridge, Ill.

VP of Communications
Andrew Lupkowski ’19

Farmington, Minn.

VP of Risk Management
David Work ’19

Carmel, Ind.

VP of Recruitment
Grant Wood ’19

Carmel, Ind.

VP of Programming
Cody Denton ’18
Francesville, Ind.

BETA MU IS ON A ROLL
Momentum from Historic Convention 

Continues through Fall Semester
As we begin our fourth year post-recolonization, the Beta Mu Chapter continues to 

move in a positive direction. Of course the recent achievements of note occurred 
at last summer’s Convention in Salt Lake City, Utah. We regained our charter and are 
an official Chapter in good standing with Beta Theta Pi. For the first time in Beta Mu 
history, we won the prestigious John Reilly Knox award. In addition, Sean Eddington 
was awarded House Director of the Year, and Cary Wood ’89 was re-elected as a Trustee 
of the General Fraternity. Thanks to the alumni for your support and encouragement 
during this process.

Homecoming occurred on September 23, whereby the alumni and undergraduates 
reconnected the bonds of brotherhood and celebrated the Chapter’s recent success. 
Thanks to all who attended; we hope to grow this event in the future. Alumni will be 
able to get together again as a group on March 24, 2018, as we formally celebrate the 
chartering. An installation ceremony is in the planning stages. All alumni are invited. We 
will provide more information in the coming weeks.

As we conclude the capital campaign, we thank all who have provided financial support 
as it was a necessary ingredient for our recent success. We will now transition to our 
normal annual dues process. We are asking that all alumni please participate by paying 
a yearly fee of $75. Remember, we as alumni own the house and your support is still 
needed. These funds allow us to provide ongoing maintenance to the house as well as 
pay for the website communications and the Link. An envelope is enclosed for your 
convenience.

Yours in _kai_,
Tom Hoover ’82 
House Corporation President
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Curran Adamson 
Fort Wayne, Ind. 

Vincent Alerding 
Indianapolis, Ind.

Oliver Balicanta 
Pleasanton, Calif.

Roberto Cammalleri 
Haworth, N.J.

Jeremy Costelle 
Avon, Ind.

Anthony Crouthamel 
Hinsdale, Ill.

Douglas De Vries Jr. 
St. John, Ind.

Zachary Dunlap 
Barrington, Ill.

Bryan Eckmann 
Downers Grove, Ill.

Andrew Etchison 
Carmel, Ind.

Cooper Feeney 
Carmel, Ind.

Vinny Ferrari 
Fishers, Ind.

Cooper Fetters 
Carmel Ind.

Eli Graves 
Indianapolis, Ind.

Austin Herzog 
Valparaiso, Ind.

Jake Hughes 
Carmel, Ind.

Jacob Irvin 
Boyertown, Pa.

Evan Jamieson 
Okemos, Mich.

John Kish II 
Saint John, Ind.

Conner Lach 
Carmel, Ind.

Jonathan Livermore 
Carmel, Ind.

Peyton Mann 
Bourbonnais, Ill. 

Caophi Nguyen 
Fishers, Ind.

Patrick Oven 
Greenbrae, Calif.

Shaan Patel 
Palatine, Ill.

Matthew Quigley 
Garden City, N.Y.

Jeffrey Radzik 
Chesterton, Ind.

Lukas Rohler 
Fishers, Ind.

John Sherwood 
Anderson, Ind.

Adam Shumaker 
Fishers, Ind.

Jack Stickney 
Libertyville, Ill.

Bailey Surprenant 
Albertville, Minn.

Julian Tessarzyk 
Carmel, Ind.

Christian Vasquez 
West Lafayette, Ind.

Cole Walchle 
Decatur, Ind.

Cameron Walsh 
Carmel, Ind.

Cameron Wilson 
McCordsville, Ind. 

Leo Wroblewski 
Carmel, Ind.

Welcome, 
New Members ALUMNI UPDATE

MEMORY AND OUR MYSTIC SHRINE
Jack W. Stine ’49 entered Our Mystic Shrine on August 16. He served in the U.S. 
Army during WWII in Europe. He was former president of Calumet Council Boys 
Scouts of America, former member of the Munster Rotary Club, a charter member 
of Westminster Presbyterian Church, and former president of the Munster School 
Board. Jack was also named “Sagamore of the Wabash” by Governor Edward 
Whitcomb. He is survived by his wife of 67 years, Barbara; children, Jean and 
Thomas; four grandchildren; and three great-grandchildren. 

Thomas G. Gerding ’52 entered Our Mystic Shrine on July 4. He attended the 
University of Notre Dame for a year before transferring to Purdue University where 
he earned three degrees: a Bachelor of Science in pharmacy in 1952, a Master’s 
in industrial pharmacy in 1954, and a Doctorate in pharmaceutics in 1960. Dr. 
Gerding served in the U.S. Army Medical Services Corps at Brooke Army Medical 
Center Fort Sam Houston Texas during the Korean Conflict.

ALUMNI NEWS
Lee Saberson ’68 lectures at IUPUI in engineering and instruments. He is also 
an entrepreneur-in-residence at the Lugar Center for Renewable Energy. Lee and 
his wife, Barb, live in Carmel, Ind., and have two children. E-mail: leesaberson@
aol.com

Kerry W. Blind ’72 and his wife, Ann, live in Decatur, Ga. They have two sons, 
Alex and Peter, the youngest of whom is now in college. “We enjoy being empty 
nesters.” E-mail: kerry.blind@gmail.com

Steven W. Krein ’72 lives in Kingsport, Tenn. He and his wife, Susan, will 
celebrate their 45th anniversary in December. They have two daughters, Stephanie 
and Amanda. E-mail: swk51@charter.net

Richard Bond ’79 enjoys retirement and stays active through running, biking, 
skiing, and other activities. He stays involved with nonprofit and fundraising. Rick 
and his wife, Marylynn live in Landenberg, Pa., and have three children: Ryan, 
Taylor, and Kasey. E-mail: bondcoop1@comcast.net

Robert Knepper ’55
Michael Bowman ’59
William Lawson ’59
Philip Sheets ’60
James Cunningham ’64
Jose Gallegos ’68
Michael Jacobs ’70
Bruce Russell ’71
Ronald Hedges ’76
Paul Drewry ’81

Anthony Donahue ’94
Matthew Cerutti ’97
Geoffrey Rosenblatt ’97
David Perez ’98
Andy Wood ’00
Michael Musselman ’02
Allan Hinrichs ’05
James Rothwell ’06
Rockford Yapp ’09

Help Us Find 
These Lost Brothers

We need your help to track down missing Beta Mu alumni. If you have a valid mailing 
address or other contact information for the following alumni, please send it to 

thomas.c.hoover@delphi.com so we can update our mailing list. Thank you!
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Beta Mu Chapter of Beta Theta Pi
Purdue University
P.O. Box 442100
Lawrence, KS 66044-2100

Address Service Requested

This newsletter is intended for Beta Theta Pi 
alumni and parents. If your son is still attending 
Purdue University, he will receive a copy at the 
Chapter House. If he is no longer in school, 
please send us his permanent address to update 
our records. Thank you.

Find Beta Mu Online
www.purduebeta.com

Beta Theta Pi – Purdue 
University

@Purdue_Beta

Have News You 
Want to Share?

We would love to hear from you and share 
your news with your brothers. It’s easy to 

submit your alumni news. Visit purduebeta.com/
alumni/alumni-news/, or send your news to our 
P.O. Box at Beta Mu Chapter of Beta Theta Pi, 
Purdue University, P.O. Box 442100, Lawrence, 
KS 66044-2100. We look forward to hearing 
from you!
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Save the Date
Installation and 

Chartering Ceremony
March 24, 2018

Make plans now to return to 
West Lafayette in March as 

we will get together to formally 
celebrate the chartering. An 

installation ceremony is in the 
planning stages. All alumni are 
invited. We will provide more 

information in the coming weeks.

We look forward to 
seeing you there!


